
Proverbs 31: 10 - 31
10Who can fi nd a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. 11The heart of 
her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil. 12She 
will do him good and not evil all the days of her life. 13She seeketh wool, and 
fl ax, and worketh willingly with her hands. 14She is like the merchants’ ships; 
she bringeth her food from afar. 15She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth 
meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens. 16She considereth a fi eld, 
and buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard. 17She girdeth 
her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms. 18She perceiveth that her 
merchandise is good: 
her candle goeth not 
out by night. 19She 
layeth her hands to 
the spindle, and her 
hands hold the distaff. 
20She stretcheth out 
her hand to the poor; 
yea, she reacheth 
forth her hands to the 
needy. 21She is not 
afraid of the snow for 
her household: for 
all her household are 
clothed with scarlet. 
22She maketh herself 
coverings of tapes-
try; her clothing is 
silk and purple. 23Her 
husband is known in 
the gates, when he 
sitteth among the el-
ders of the land. 24She 
maketh fi ne linen, and 
selleth it; and deliv-
ereth girdles unto the 
merchant. 25Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time 
to come. 26She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law 
of kindness. 27She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not 
the bread of idleness. 28Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband 
also, and he praiseth her. 29Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou ex-
cellest them all. 30Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that 
feareth the LORD, she shall be praised. 31Give her of the fruit of her hands; and 
let her own works praise her in the gates.

Bettie Aitkins
May 24, 1936 - January 2, 2010



Bettie Ann (Harder)  Aitkins
Bettie was born on May 24, 1936 in Bessie, Oklahoma, the sixth and last 
child of John and Anna Harder. The family moved from Oklahoma to 
Washington in 1943 when Bettie was seven, settling in the Nooksak Val-
ley area of Whatcom County, just north of Bellingham.  

She attended Nooksak Valley High School in Everson, Washington. Upon 
graduation, in 1954, Bettie set out for the big city: Seattle. She quickly 
found work and, making friends easily, met girls to share an apartment. 

Though doing well in the accounting department of an insurance com-
pany, Bettie became fascinated with the idea of travel. From her office 
window, she could see the downtown ticket office of Northwest Airlines. 
Eventually giving in to her wanderlust, she applied for a position and was 
hired as a Northwest reservation agent. After completing training in Min-
neapolis, Bettie requested an assignment in New York City.

She spent the next year and a half (1957-58) living in Queens and com-
muting via subway to Northwest’s New York reservation center in down-
town Manhattan. With the travel bug largely satisfied, and missing home, 
Bettie transferred back to Seattle. The spring of 1958 found her working 
on the second floor of the Northwest Airlines hanger building at Sea-Tac 
Airport, now as an experienced reservation agent.

In May of that year she met Dick Aitkins, who was working as a North-
west aircraft mechanic on the ground floor of the same building. They 
were married exactly a year later.

Over the next fifty years the couple raised five children and moved a 
number of times, as career opportunities dictated. Bettie returned to the 
travel business after the children were on their own, but only briefly. She 
attended Bellevue Community College, pursuing her interest in interior 
design. But she was primarily a homemaker during her entire married 
life. She was an honored wife and mother, avid reader, Bible student, 
excellent cook, fastidious housekeeper, and faithful and loyal friend to all 
who knew her. 

Bettie is survived by her husband Dick, daughter Kim, and sons Rick, 
Steve, Jim, and Tim and four grandchildren: Heidi, Jordan, Jonathan, and 
Hailey. In addition, she has three surviving older brothers: Bob, John, and 
Dave, all of Whatcom County. She was preceded in death by her mother 
and father and by her sister Lou, and brother Bill.

(The final six months of Bettie’s life are documented online at WWW.
BettiesChallenge.blogspot.com.)

Memorial Service
Piano prelude: 
 Vicki Biltz
Conducting the service:  
 Mark Biltz, Pastor, El Shaddai Ministries

“The End of Life...and The End of Death”
Photo montage:
 Produced by Veronica Aitkins and Vickie Power

Music “Annie’s Song” & “I Can Only Imagine”
Guest participation...a time to remember: 
 Art Palecek, Associate Pastor, El Shaddai Ministries

Thoughts, stories, memories of Bettie
Vocal Presentation:
 Northwest Sound Men’s Chorus

“Their Hearts Were Full of Spring”
  When lovers stay together, and never grow apart,
  Some magical ingredient was with them from the start.
  So when I’m sad and lonely, and miss you most of all,
  This enchanted tale of love I do recall...I recall.
  There’s a story told of a very gentle boy, 
  And the girl who wore his ring.
  Through the wintry snow, the world they knew was warm,
  For their hearts were full of spring.
  As the days grew old, and the nights passed into time,
  And the weeks and years took wing.
  Gentle boy, tender girl, their love remained still young,
  For their hearts were full of spring, full of spring.
  Then one day they died, and their graves were side by side,
  On a hill where robins sing.
  And they say violets grow there the whole year round,
  The whole year round, for there hearts were full of spring.
  In love, ever in love...in spring.

“The Irish Blessing”
Conclusion/Benediction: 
 Pastor Mark
Following the service will be a time of refreshments and fellowship.
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